
Soundoff   February 2021 Page 1 

                 The    
EUREKA!  Treasure Hunters Club, Inc.  

Denver, Colorado  

 Vol. 49 Issue  2                             February 2021                                                     Search With Care! 

Visit our Club on the Internet at http://www.eurekathc.org 

I started metal detecting when I was in 

high school (back in the Dark Ages), but 

got more serious about it in the late 70ôs.  

By training and profession, I am a Game 

Biologist.  I spent 32 year employed by 

the Louisiana Department of Wildlife and 

Fisheries (LDWF).  I ran wildlife man-

agement areas, helped folks manage their deer and turkey popula-

tions and was also a commissioned law enforcement officer for 16 

years.  My first position with 

the LDWF was on a manage-

ment area south of New Or-

leans along the Mississippi 

River.  When the river was 

low, I would walk the banks 

looking for old bottles.  One 

of my more interesting finds was 

an old brass key rusted into a 

piece of iron.  I also metal detect-

ed all the old schools in the area 

as well as several old plantations.  

I regret to admit, I wasnôt very good, did not have a clue what I was 

doing and did not find much exciting, but I had fun. 

During the summers I would drive down to the Alabama and Florida 

coast and detect the beaches. I did the best when I was in the water.  

My first gold ring was found in 3 feet of water. 

It had 7 diamonds. It must have been an awfully expensive ring, as it is 

very difficult to cut and mount those tiny diamonds you can hardly see.  

On one occasion I was out chest deep in the water detecting. A fellow 

waded out and asked if my machine (a Minelab Excalibur) was water-

proof. I replied, ñOh my Lord! I never thought of that! I do not know!ò 
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One of the fun things about hunting on the Gulf Shore beaches is the 

bottomless sand.  You get a hit, dig with your scoop, but miss it.  The 

item sinks a little bit.  You dig again, miss again, and the item sinks 

further.  Eventually, you lose it all together.  I expect a good number 

of my targets ended up on some beach in China.  Some other fun 

things about detecting on the Gulf are the jellyfish and the waves.  

When you have an offshore wind, the waves hitting the beach can be 3 

foot tall. You find a target and stick your foot down to mark it, only to 

be pounded off it by a series of waves. It is lots of fun.  The last time I 

was in Panama City detecting, I was out in about chest deep water 

when I had 2 sharks swim by, one on each side of me.  Decided I had 

better move in a little shallower.  

I retired from the LDWF in 2011, and was having a great time hunting 

turkeys and metal detecting.  So, how did I get to Colorado?  In a nut-

shell, I discovered my half of the family vote was something less than 

50%.  The wife suggested we move to Colorado to be closer to the 

daughter and grandchildren.  After a brief, but vigorous discussion, we 

decided I would much rather move to Colorado in pursuit of the wily 

and elusive grandchildren.  And so it came to pass. I cannot complain.  

The scenery and wildlife diversity in Colorado are great.  Just this year 

I have seen a bobcat, a porcupine and a bear in 

my yard.  Another of my hobbies is photog-

raphy, and I have gotten some great wildlife 

shots.  And, I have done quite well metal detect-

ing since I moved to Colorado. 

One of the things on my ñBucket Listò was to 

pan for gold.  So, shortly after we moved up to 

Golden Colorado, I went to Gold N Detectors, 

bought a pan, sluice and all the associated toys, 

and hit Clear Creek 2 or 3 times a week.  In two 

months, I had found just about enough gold to 

fill a tooth. Then,  I took the metal detector out 

and hit a park.  On my first trip out, I found an 18K/Platinum ring.  So, as I  stood there, holding my 

gold flakes in one hand, and my gold/platinum ring in the other, it suddenly  

came to me how I was going to find the most gold.  Gold panning (at least as 

I was doing it) was an  awful lot of work for a minimal return.  So, I started 

metal detecting in earnest. 

One of the problems, as a newcomer, I did not have a clue where it was legal 

to metal detect in Denver.  I spent a lot of time researching and calling vari-

ous parks.  Then, after I had been in Golden for about a year, I looked on the 

internet and discovered a metal detecting club in Lakewood. I think it was 

called, the ñEureka! Treasure Hunters Clubò and 

I joined up.  I 

talked to a lot of the members on where and how to detect in the area.  I 

eventually wrote up an essay, ñNew to Metal Detecting in the Denver Areaò 

to assist other folks new to the area and sport.  Should any of you like a 

copy, let me hear and I will send you one. Prior to moving to Colorado, I 

had never found a gold ring on dry ground.  Everything I had found had 

been in the water.  In Denver, I found my first gold ring on dry ground next 
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