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The Prez sez
by
Chris Davis

April, 2020
The Nationwide spread of the Coronavirus has necessitated some significant changes in the operation of the Eureka! Treasure Hunting Club.
Our monthly Club Meeting, the monthly Club Hunt and the Breakfast
Club are all CANCELLED until further notice. Everyone is urged to be
careful and take all recommended precautions. The safety and health
of our membership is our chief concern.
The Board will confer monthly, and as necessary, to determine when it is safe to resume our
meetings. We will keep our membership informed by means of the Newsletter and Mass Emailings.
Everyone needs to monitor their email. If you have any questions, give myself, or any of the Board
Members a call.
I apologize for missing the March Meeting. I suspected it was just a head cold but, after cautioning
everyone else not to come to meetings if sick, I felt obligated to stay away. I tried looking up my
symptoms on the internet to determine exactly which hideous disease I might have and narrowed it
down to something between a head cold and the bubonic plague.
Skipping the meeting was probably for the best, as my bubonic
plague subsequently worsened.
What really disappoints me the most is the missed opportunity to
generate revenue for the March Club Meeting. I was going to raffle
off a roll of toilet paper. Unless you have been in a coma for the last
month, you will know how hard it has been to find TP at the local grocery stores. Apparently, it is in
high demand and more sought after than gold rings. If you are in a sufficient bind, a roll
of TP is worth its weight in ….. Well, you get the idea.
On a more cheery note, it appears our Newsletter Editor, Bruce Morton, had finally got
around to finding his first gold ring. At least he says it is gold. And after only 3 years 11
months of searching. So there is hope for everyone. I mean, if Bruce can find one, ANYONE can find one. I asked if the wearer gave him much of a fight when he wrenched it
(Continued on page 2)
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off her finger. Those little old ladies can be tough. He said it was not much of a problem. She was
wearing flipflops and could not chase him very well through the woodchips. Congratulations Bruce!
Everyone take care. Hopefully, we will all come thru this in good shape. Let us know if any of you get
sick and if there is any way we can help. ~ CD

The Ides of March Hunt
by Alan Bravo, Huntmaster

The “Ides of March” hunt held on March 15th saw 33 determined hunters alight
at Robby Ferrufino Park in Arvada for a festive and frenetic search for coins,
bling, tokens and other targets. Despite the ancient warning to “Beware” this
infamous day, everyone watched their back and there was no foul play observed. There was no foul
weather either - the temperature being a mild 46 degrees with sunshine finally breaking through.

The large hunt field was laid out and seeded with targets consisting of silver dimes and quarters, Indian Head pennies, Buffalo nickels, $1, 50 cent, quarter and dime clad coins, plus Wheat pennies and
various tokens, rings and other bling. Bill Chapman contributed tokens good for $2.50 at Gold-n-Detectors. As
always there was a special token for a Spyderco knife,
courtesy of Boots Lewis and Spyderco, which unfortunately wasn’t found for the third month in a row. The 10
planted prize tokens were redeemable for silver rounds,
silver bars, a gift certificate for a Eureka tee shirt, won by
Jeff McClendon, and another gift certificate for $10 at
(Continued on page 3)
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Lookin’ Good Restaurant where
the Breakfast club meets, awarded
to newbie Christine Fueston. Cindy Bockenstedt found the token
for an authentic Brutus kitchen
knife, and Brian Henry took home
the Julius Caesar back-stabbed
pencil holder. But the most potentially divisive prize was the 1-ounce
Donald J. Trump
silver round won by John Hinton. Regardless of our
political differences, however, I think we should all
be able to agree on one thing: an ounce of silver is a
good thing no matter whose face is on it.
No hunt would be possible without the support of
volunteers, and Eureka has a great group of members from which to draw. Having a poor memory
and fearing the omission of anyone, I want to extend a group “THANK YOU!” to those of you who
helped set up, lay out the hunt field, plant targets,
register hunters, take photos and cleanup afterwards. Also, there were donations from members
Bruce Morton, Tom Peeples and other contributors,
all of which made the prize cache more fun. Lastly,
thanks to all who helped celebrate my milestone
65th birthday with a cupcake and rousing version of
“Happy Birthday to You”. You folks are the best!

Photos continue on page 21
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When regular meetings resume, be
prepared to win big in our drawings for coins and prizes!

TREASURE HUNTER’S
CODE OF ETHICS

Membership Dues
Yearly dues are $33 per individual or $42
for a family membership. Please go to:
Eurekathc.org
Download and complete the application
form under the About tab. Membership
dues can be paid to the Treasurer at the
regular monthly meetings.
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•

I WILL respect private property
and do no treasure hunting
without the owner’s permission.

•

I WILL fill all excavations.

•

I WILL appreciate and protect our
heritage of natural resources,
wildlife, and private property.

•

I WILL use thoughtfulness,
consideration, and courtesy at all
times.

•

I WILL build fires in designated or
safe places only.

•

I WILL leave gates as found.

•

I WILL remove and properly
dispose of any trash that I find.

•

I WILL NOT litter.

•

I WILL NOT destroy property,
buildings, or what is left of ghost
towns and deserted structures.

•

I WILL NOT tamper with signs,
structural facilities, or equipment.
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by John Olson

If you find it, call John at: 719-588-7021

Soundoff April 2020

Page 5

Soundoff April 2020

Page 6

Eureka! 2020 Calendar

April 2020
3rd - Newsletter Published
24th - Soundoff Deadline

Watch the Soundoff and your email for updates of scheduled events in MAY and JUNE.

The April meeting is cancelled
Breakfast Club is suspended
The Route 66 Rally Hunt is postponed
You’ll soon receive, by email, the first issue of The Corner Booth
Enjoy it, then participate and stay connected
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Eureka! Breakfast Club
by
Chris Davis
Breakfast Club Report, March 6, 2020
After only a month of Breakfast Club cancellations, we finally managed to get one in before
the next snowstorm. Sixteen hardy souls showed up for breakfast. Roy N. suggested we try
Aurora City Park for our hunt. It turned out to be an excellent idea. However, Aurora City
Park is one of those parks one needs to hunt in a group, early in the day. Temperature was
great (mid 50’s), as was soil moisture. It was a target rich environment. The lawn contained
a carpet of pennies. You could not swing your coil without hitting one, or more. Just to make
things a bit more challenging, there was also a carpet of bottle caps, aluminum bottle caps,
pull tabs and those much sought after small aluminum liquor bottle caps.
We made some good finds. Three rings were
recovered. The best was a very nice silver ring found
by Bob H. The next best was a heavy gold plated
“Morris Family” ring dug up by Brice Y. I picked up a
truly ugly brass ring. But, as they say, a ring is a ring
is a ring. Roy N. scooped up a nice copper necklace.
One of the most
interesting finds
was a turtle
recovered by Jeff
M. Alan B. got a
Kennedy Half. Jim
G. found a onedollar bill with his new XP Deus.
You really have to turn your sensitivity down low to get
a good hit on paper bills.
I did best on change with a total of
$10.59. I also picked up a silver
dime. Roy got $6.75, but only
because he had to leave early.
Just for yucks and grins, I worked up

(Continued on page 10)
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the composition of my coin finds: 21
quarters, 36 dimes, 23 nickels, 59
pennies. In the process, I also
recovered: a tube of glue, a broken beer
bottle, 16 pulltabs, 18 bottle caps, 18
small liquor bottle caps, 7 aluminum
bottle caps (King Cobra Malt Liquor was
the drink of choice) and 9 other
miscellaneous garbage items. I should
point out, after my back gave out, I
slowed down on recovering pennies and
what were probably pulltabs, so, it
makes you wonder how many gold rings I skipped over. Such is detecting.

To Dig or Not to Dig (a Penny)
by Norm Ruggles

To dig or not to dig, that is the question. This is not a reference to Shakespeare, but to pennies, and
whether it’s worth the time and effort to dig them.
Let me start by saying I have nothing against pennies. I grew up without
an abundance of material possessions, and sometimes I barely had “two
pennies to rub together”. I had to be sort of a “penny pincher” and
quickly learned that “a penny saved is a penny earned”. So with that
background, I still value and respect the penny. (Also when I was young,
I had a pet chicken named “Penny”, but that’s another story!)
Wise Ben Franklin said, “Watch the pennies and the dollars will take care
of themselves.” That’s good advice. Some of my wise Eureka pals advise
that if we don’t dig every penny, we might overlook some jewelry that
gives a signal like a penny, and we might also miss a rare Indian Head or
Wheat Ear penny. That may be true, but I nevertheless have been wondering whether it’s logical to
dig pennies. Here’s the situation as I see it.
It’s a lot of effort to dig up all those pennies. I’m sure you’ll agree that the majority of the coins we
find are pennies. We’re not obligated to dig them up—most of our metal detectors show a number,
emit a sound, or give another indication that you’ve likely located a penny. We can leave them alone
if we wish. Metal detecting requires a lot of “ups and downs”. Finding a penny is usually one of the
downs.
Maybe it’s because I’m a senior citizen, but I’m thinking pennies do not justify all the work of fre(Continued on page 11)
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quently bending down, getting on my knee, and digging
for them. My back and knees hurt after a couple hours
of hunting. Many of my Eureka pals have very bad backs
and knees, possibly caused by digging too many pennies!
I had a somewhat famous professor in law school, Rennard Strickland, who joked that he thought God gave
each of us a specific number of heartbeats in our lifetime, and he wasn’t going to waste any of them on exercise! As you might guess, he was not in great shape.
While I don’t agree with his theory, I do know our knees
and backs can’t keep on metal detecting forever. Is it
smart to beat up our bodies digging pennies?
It takes a lot of time to dig up all those pennies, too.
Let’s say you are detecting on your lunch hour, or maybe
it’s Sunday morning and you only have a couple hours
until church starts, or maybe it’s Saturday afternoon and
you only have a little while until your favorite college
team (say Colorado State or Texas A&M) plays a game
A portion of the author’s actual penny collection
on TV. Do you really want to spend your limited time
digging up pennies? Shouldn’t you leave them behind and use your time hunting for better coins and
treasures?
Here is a specific example of the “to dig or not to dig” dilemma. I usually don’t find this many coins
when I go detecting, but on a park hunt not long ago I found 7 quarters, 16 dimes, 4 nickels and 44
pennies, for a total of 71 coins. Of the pennies, only 29 were keepers; the other 15 were more recently minted, poorly made coins that were too deteriorated and corroded to be useable. The value of all
the coins, then, was $3.84. Other facts:
Percentage of total coins (71) that were pennies (44) = 62%
Percentage of pennies (44) that were not keepers (15) = 34%
Percentage of total value ($3.84) attributable to pennies ($0.29) = 8%
To summarize the facts above, I spent 62% of my time detecting and digging pennies, but the pennies
were only worth 8% of the total value of the coins I found! Was this a good
way to spend my time and effort? I think not, which is another reason why
I am doubting the logic of digging up pennies. I spent the majority of my
time chasing pennies, but those pennies contributed almost nothing to the
value of all the coins located. I would have been smarter to ignore the pennies and focus instead on finding other coins and potential treasures.
If you have read this article, I would like to offer you “a penny for your
thoughts” about whether you think it’s best to dig or not to dig a penny. I
would like to hear your “two cents worth”.
This raises one final question. When someone says to you “a penny for your
thoughts”, and then you put in your “two cents worth”, what happens to the
other penny? ~NR
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In-Town Hunt Information
In-Town club hunts are meant to be
fun, first and foremost. They provide a
context outside of the meetings for
fellowship with club members. To put
on an in-town hunt you need to:










Schedule with the Hunt Coordinator or President (see the contact list).
Provide the Hunt Coordinator a
plan.
Send the hunt flyer to the newsletter editor in an appropriate format for insertion into the newsletter (see the contact list).
Provide flyers at the monthly
meeting.
Ensure the hunt rules are discussed BEFORE the hunt.
Police the hunt.
Decide if the hunt is a members
only or an open hunt (nonmembers may hunt).
Write a story for the newsletter
and send it and accompanying
photos to the newsletter editor
prior to that month’s deadline.

To ensure the continuation of this hobby and to provide the best impression
of Eureka! and its membership, you,
as hunt master, MUST enforce all
rules, including:

during the hunt.
2. All hunters must wear headphones.
3. Absolutely no tolerance of holes left
open (a first warning, followed by a
time-out or expulsion from the hunt).
4. Hunters digging and leaving trash of
any sort on the hunt field will receive
the same treatment discussed above.
All hunts will need to be okayed by
Hunt Coordinator (see the contact list)
prior to officially being put in the newsletter and put on.
Failure to follow the guidelines may result in hunts being cancelled.
Hunts may be paid for in advance.
This helps the hunt master with planning for how much should be planted in
the field. In case a person must miss
the hunt, their prepaid fee may be refunded if they call the hunt master before the hunt and cancel, other circumstances will be reviewed. No refund will
be given for just plain failure to show up
to the hunt.

1. Pouches to store finds and trash
must be worn and used at all times
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Joe Johnston ..................................................... 18K Earring
Mary Sable .................................................. Gold Bracelet
Joe Johnston ............................................ Costume Jewelry
Jeff Lubbert ......................................................... Wire Ring
Randy Sable ................................................ Sterling Ring
Alan Bravo ............................................ 1875 Seated Dime
Kevyn Llewellyn .............................................. Canadian 5¢
Kevyn Llewellyn .............................................................. 1€
Brian Henry ...................................... Bronze Roman Coin
Brian Henry ........................................... Roman Belt Buckle
Brian Henry ........................................... Roman Ball Button
Brian Henry ............................................... British Rifle Shot
Brian Henry ....................................... British Military Button
Alan Bravo ..................................................... Antique Lock
Kevyn Llewellyn ................................................. Bike Chain
Kevyn Llewellyn ................................................ Duplex Nail
Ron Graves ................................. Boy Scout Kerchief Slide
Jeff Lubbert ......................................... Cavalry Epaulette
Ron Graves ................................... Denver Tramway Token
Jeff McClendon ....................................... Gold-N-Detectors
Alan Bravo .............................. Brunswick Billiard Token

Gold: natural gold (flakes, nuggets, wire) stamped karat alloy content or obvious custom
alloy item, except gold coins which are entered in the Coin Category.
Jewelry: objects of metal often set with gems and worn for personal adornment, except
jewelry qualifying for the Gold Category.
Coin: a piece of metal issued by governmental authority as money.
Token: a piece resembling a coin issued by some person or entity, not of a governmental
authority (with the exception of tax tokens), that could be redeemed for services or
specified items. Advertisement tokens with no redeemable value are entered in the Artifact
Category.
Artifact: simple object showing human workmanship or modification, and all other items
that do not meet the criteria for other categories.
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Find of the Month Winners - March 2020
GOLD - Mary Sable

JEWELRY - Randy Sable

Gold Bracelet

Sterling Silver Ring

Found in Denver park in the tuft of grass
using an Equinox 800

A Denver park find using a Garrett AT Pro

COIN - Brian Henry
Bronze Roman Coin from mid 300’s

Recovered in Petersfield, U.K.
XP Deus with 9” HF Coil

ARTIFACT - Jeff Lubbert

TOKEN - Alan Bravo

Cavalry Epaulette Pan circa 1860-1870

Brunswick Billiard Token

Found on the eastern CO plains about
14” deep using an XP Deus with 11” coil
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Brunswick-BalkeCollender billiard token
found at 3” depth at an
1898 Denver scrape-off
using a Whites v3i
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Upcoming Events
NEXT EUREKA! MEETING
Bring:
Nametags ~ thanks for wearing
them to all Eureka! functions
Cash ~ for drawings, hunts, and
Eureka! merchandise
Finds ~ to share
Ideas ~ for speakers and outings
Meetings are temporarily suspended
Stay updated by providing your
email address to Chris Davis
and watching this publication

LINKED WEB SITES
www.mdhtalk.org Detecting Hobby Talk
www.fmdac.org Federation of Metal

UPCOMING EUREKA! EVENTS
Breakfast Club
Temporarily suspended
Contact: Chris Davis 225.235.2642 to
get added to the email list.
Route 66 Rally Hunt
Postponed; not canceled
See information in this edition

Contact: Linda Erickson 720.231.8080
Be alert for email updates

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED
-Articles for Soundoff
-Assist at Club Hunts
-Cleanup after meetings
-Present a topic of interest
to the club

Detector & Archaeological Clubs

www.spreaker.com/admrr
Relic Roundup Radio Show (hosted
by Jeff Lubbert, 7pm Mondays)

Please contact a Club Officer or
Board Member to get involved!

TenaciousTreasureTracker.com
See Brian Henry’s website for the TTT
Hunt clues, and new merchandise
available.
www.Youtube.com/AdventuresInDirt
Compilation of the best weekly metal
detecting channels and finds, by Ken
King (Eureka! member). See his
Weekly Dirt show at 3:00 PM on Sundays (and available thereafter)

www.Youtube.com/5280Adventures
A variety channel of metal detecting,
coin hunting, and other outdoor activities by Tony Frangella (Eureka! member) with his son, Caden.
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Eureka! Club Member

Services Directory
Creative Awards

Custom Designed Awards For All Occasions
Customized Advertising Items

Brian Henry 303-451-6870

Construction Services & Supply
Kitchen/Bath Remodels * Basements * Tile Work

Terry Weatherly 303 748 7288
12010 W 76th Dr, Arvada, CO 80005
Constructionservicesandsupply@gmail.com
Fax 303 420 8548

tenacioustreasuretracker.com
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Officers

Name

Phone

E-mail

President

Chris Davis

(225) 235-2642

aggiefan55@gmail.com

Vice President

Boots Lewis

(303) 941-6251

lazyheartranch1889@gmail.com

Secretary

Nancy Faires

(303) 368-1356

photo518@msn.com

Treasurer

Linda Kibler

(303) 517-1189

rlkibler@outlook.com

Board 2021

Alan Bravo

(303) 809-0784

aebravo303@gmail.com

Board 2021

Tom Peeples

(720) 351-7309

t_peeps@msn.com

Board 2021

Linda Erickson

(720) 231-8080

linda.erickson@comcast.net

Board 2022

Jeff Lubbert

(303) 618-5179

coindigr@hotmail.com

Board 2022

Brian Henry

(720) 771-1883

Brian@tenacioustreasuretracker
.com

Board 2022

Roy Neys

(303) 936-9540

coilsearch@hotmail.com

Board 2022

Kevyn Llewellyn

(303) 931-9582

snowsurferkev@hotmail.com

Newsletter
Editor 2021

Bruce Morton

(720) 363-5869

eureka.bmorton@gmail.com

Web Site
Webmaster

John Lambe

(303) 840-8094

jlambe@earthlink.net

Volunteers
PERT

Chris Davis

HART

Norm Ruggles

Nametags

Hunt Coordinator

Boots Lewis

Welcome Table

Finds Table

Brian Henry

Finds Table

Drawing Table

Finds Table

Orientation

Speakers

Boots Lewis

Linda Erickson

Coin Purchases

To be notified of updates/changes in schedule, contact Chris Davis to join the email notification list
Visit our club on the Internet: http://www.eurekathc.org or on Facebook
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About Soundoff
Soundoff is the official newsletter of the Eureka!
Treasure Hunters Club, Inc. (Eureka!). Mailing
Address: PO Box 101385, Denver, CO 802501385.
Opinions expressed in Soundoff are those of the
authors and do not necessarily reflect those of the
club or its members. Publication of information in
Soundoff constitutes no guarantee of accuracy.
Use of any information found in this publication is
at the sole risk of the user. Neither Eureka!, nor its
officers, nor Soundoff, nor its editors or
contributors assume any liability for damages
resulting from use of information in this publication.
Soundoff is typically placed on the club’s website
the evening of the first Friday of the month.

Submissions

Articles, letters and short items of interest on
prospecting, detecting and treasure hunting topics
are welcomed and encouraged.
All items
submitted for publication are subject to editing.
Submittals for publication or correction of errors
may be made by e-mail in ASCII text format or MS
Word. All article submissions must be received by
the editor no later than the deadline of the month
(see calendar) for inclusion in the next month’s
issue. Include publication information on articles
clipped from other publications. Let’s hear your
story, ideas or tips - contact your Soundoff editor.

Copyright

Unless otherwise noted, other nonprofit groups
may reprint or quote from any articles appearing in
Soundoff without prior permission, provided that
proper author and publication credits are given and
that a copy of the publication in which the article
appears is sent at no cost to Eureka! at the above
mailing address.

Advertising

Classified business-card-sized text advertising is
free to members for non-business ads. Commercial
display ads are available to anyone at the following
charges: business card size, $6.00 per month; 1/4
page, $12.00 per month; 1/2 page, $24.00 per
month; full page, $48.00 per month. Advertisers are
encouraged to take out ads for 12 months and
receive a 3-month discount. No other discounts
apply. The treasurer must receive any required
payments for commercial ads prior to their inclusion.

About Eureka!

Eureka! is a Denver-based, Colorado nonprofit
organization established in 1973 for the enjoyment
of metal detecting, electronic prospecting and
treasure hunting. Its purpose is to provide an
educational and social forum of mutual benefit for
members. Eureka! holds a monthly meeting and
conducts various special presentations, hunts and
seminars.
Members have voting privileges.
Membership includes access to all general
meetings, selected seminars and outings. Annual
dues run April to March and are $33 for single adult
membership, $42 for a family membership and $15
for Junior membership. Pro-rating of dues are done
for new members joining the club after the April 1
dues date. Club meetings are held on the second
Friday of each month, 7:30 p.m., at the Clement
Community Center, 1580 Yarrow St., Lakewood,
Colorado. Come early to socialize.

Next Club Meeting
Meetings are temporarily
suspended
Watch your email and this
publication for updates!
Clement Community Center
1580 Yarrow Street
(NW of Wadsworth and Colfax)
Lakewood, Colorado 80214

www.eurekathc.org
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Secretary’s Report
by
Nancy Faires

Friday, March 13, 2020
CALL TO ORDER 7:30 PM
The monthly Eureka! THC Club meeting was held Friday March 13th at the Clement Center, Lakewood, Colorado.
The meeting was called to order by Vice-President Boots Lewis. There were 37 present including several guests.
Welcome
Pledge of Allegiance
Introduction of the Eureka Board members
TREASURER’S REPORT – Linda K
REPORTS
Membership dues increase: Single $33 Family $42 effective January 2020
New membership forms are available
Renewals are due by April 30th. As of May 1st, there will be an additional fee of $5.
Minelab Equinox 800 Detector ticket sales - $5 each. Proceeds go to purchase silver for the
club.
We will be selling the tickets at the Club hunt this month.
Coin Buyback – the club is buying silver dimes, gold coins, Buffalo nickels and war nickels.
March Hunt – Alan Bravo Ides of March March 15th
Robby Ferrufino Park, Arvada Members only
April Hunt – Linda Erickson Route 66 Rally April 11th Lazy Heart Ranch, Golden $25 each
Breakfast Club
Next: March 21st, 2020
For prior notification, give Chris your email address

$20 each

RUSH to the Rockies – June 26th – 28th, 2020 Fairmount Park, Golden, CO $250 per
hunter: 5 hunts
All registration monies go to purchase hunt coins: early bird registration March 15 th
Club hotline has been discontinued. Notifications of Club events, changes and reminders will
be sent via email. Check with Nancy to add your email to the master email list.
John Olson is sponsoring a clue hunt. Clues will provided at monthly Club meetings and in the
Soundoff.
Ken King gave a short summary about his trip to England.
Questions were answered regarding Coronavirus, COVID – 19.
April meeting topic: Indian Artifacts
Tenacious Treasure Tracker (TTT) – Brian H – clues
begin in May
DRAWINGS
1972 Proof set – Linda Erickson
Dos Peso – George Rowe
1898 Barber quarter – Joyce Keith
1876 Seated liberty quarter – Mary Norden
1778 2 Reales, Mexico – Jack Hoover
1867 2 cent – Brian Henry
1867 3 cent nickel – George Rowe
1856 Seated liberty half dollar – Mike Magee
1891 Seated liberty dime – Joyce Keith
1943 S Walking liberty half dollar – Brian Henry
1837 Large cent – Ken King
1 oz Silver round, Buffalo/Indian – Everett Johnston
Holiday Coin – 1896 Morgan – Bob Holmberg
50/50 – Jeff Lubbert
2nd chance: Toilet paper – Linda Erickson
(Continued on page 20)
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(Continued from page 19)

Membership – Dan Pierson
FINDS OF THE MONTH
Jewelry – Randy Sable
Coin – Brian Henry
Artifact – Jeff Lubbert
Gold – Mary Sable
Token – Alan Bravo
Thank you to everyone who assisted and participated tonight.
ADJOURN 8:56 PM
Respectfully submitted,
Nancy Faires
Secretary, Eureka! THC

Visitors
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Ides of March Hunt Photos
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