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About Soundoff
Soundoff is the official newsletter of the Eureka!
Treasure Hunters Club, Inc. (Eureka!). Mailing
Address: PO Box 101385, Denver, CO 802501385.
Opinions expressed in Soundoff are those of the
authors and do not necessarily reflect those of the
club or its members. Publication of information in
Soundoff constitutes no guarantee of accuracy.
Use of any information found in this publication is
at the sole risk of the user. Neither Eureka!, nor its
officers, nor Soundoff, nor its editors or
contributors assume any liability for damages
resulting from use of information in this publication.
Soundoff is typically placed on the club’s website
the evening of the first Friday of the month.

Submissions

Articles, letters and short items of interest on
prospecting, detecting and treasure hunting topics
are welcomed and encouraged.
All items
submitted for publication are subject to editing.
Submittals for publication or correction of errors
may be made by e-mail in ASCII text format or MS
Word. All article submissions must be received by
the editor no later than the deadline of the month
(see calendar) for inclusion in the next month’s
issue. Include publication information on articles
clipped from other publications. Let’s hear your
story, ideas or tips - Cindy - your Soundoff editor.

Copyright

Unless otherwise noted, other nonprofit groups
may reprint or quote from any articles appearing in
Soundoff without prior permission, provided that
proper author and publication credits are given and
that a copy of the publication in which the article
appears is sent at no cost to Eureka! at the above
mailing address.
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Advertising

Classified business-card-sized text advertising is
free to members for non-business ads. Commercial
display ads are available to anyone at the following
charges: business card size, $6.00 per month; 1/4
page, $12.00 per month; 1/2 page, $24.00 per
month; full page, $48.00 per month. Advertisers are
encouraged to take out ads for 12 months and
receive a 3-month discount. No other discounts
apply. The treasurer must receive any required
payments for commercial ads prior to their inclusion.

About Eureka!

Eureka! is a Denver-based, Colorado nonprofit
organization established in 1973 for the enjoyment
of metal detecting, electronic prospecting and
treasure hunting. Its purpose is to provide an
educational and social forum of mutual benefit for
members. Eureka! holds a monthly meeting and
conducts various special presentations, hunts and
seminars.
Members have voting privileges.
Membership includes access to all general
meetings, selected seminars and outings. Annual
dues run April to March and are $30 for single adult
membership, $36 for a family membership and $15
for Junior membership. Pro-rating of dues are done
for new members joining the club after the April 1
dues date. Club meetings are held on the second
Friday of each month, 7:30 p.m., at the Clement
Community Center, 1580 Yarrow St., Lakewood,
Colorado. Come early to socialize.

Next Club Meeting

2nd Friday of April, 7:30
at the

Clement Community Center
1580 Yarrow Street
(NW of Wadsworth and Colfax)
Lakewood, Colorado 80214

Hotline: (303) 595-5448

www.eurekathc.org
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Membership Dues

TREASURE HUNTER’S
CODE OF ETHICS


I WILL respect private property
and do no treasure hunting
without the owner’s permission.



I WILL fill all excavations.



I WILL appreciate and protect our
heritage of natural resources,
wildlife, and private property.



I WILL use thoughtfulness,
consideration, and courtesy at all
times.



I WILL build fires in designated or
safe places only.



I WILL leave gates as found.



I WILL remove and properly
dispose of any trash that I find.

detector lapel pins - $2.00, Eureka!



I WILL NOT litter.

window decals - $1.00, water bot-



I WILL NOT destroy property,
buildings, or what is left of ghost
towns and deserted structures.



I WILL NOT tamper with signs,
structural facilities, or equipment.

Yearly dues are $30 per individual or $36 for a family membership. Please go to:
Eurekathc.org
Download and complete the application form under the About
tab. Membership dues can be
paid to the Treasurer at the regular monthly meetings.

Renewals due in April.
T-shirts and caps and pins with the
Eureka! logo are available. Metal

tles - $5.00 and Eureka! patches $3.00.
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BUNNY HUNT
APRIL 23RD
MAJESTIC VIEW PARK
8998 W. 72ND AVENUE

There will be special tokens with numbers on them for
what the Easter Bunny left behind. You never know
what is inside of an egg!
Cost will be $20 per person, Members only.
Let’s have a Potluck starting at 12, and the Hunt at 1.

If the weather is not cooperating we will do this on the
following week on the 30th.
DON’T BE EGG-CLUDED, SIGN UP FOR THE FUN!
Gold, Sliver, Indian Heads, Buffalo Nickels,
and a couple of special things.
Contact: Fran Espinosa 720 202-5101
If questionable weather, call the Eureka! Hotline at 303-595-5448.
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IInformation

of Eureka! and its membership, you,
as hunt master, MUST enforce all
rules, including:

In-Town club hunts are meant to be
fun, first and foremost. They provide a
context outside of the meetings for
fellowship with club members. To put
on an in-town hunt you need to:

2. All hunters must wear headphones.

n-Town Hunt











Schedule with the Hunt Coordinator or President (see the contact list).
Provide the Hunt Coordinator a
plan.
Send the hunt flyer to the newsletter editor in an appropriate format for insertion into the newsletter (see the contact list).
Provide flyers at the monthly
meeting.
Ensure the hunt rules are discussed BEFORE the hunt.
Police the hunt.
Decide if the hunt is a members
only or an open hunt (nonmembers may hunt).
Write a story for the newsletter
and send it and accompanying
photos to the newsletter editor
prior to that month’s deadline.

To ensure the continuation of this hobby and to provide the best impression

1. Pouches to store finds and trash
must be worn and used at all times
during the hunt.
3. Absolutely no tolerance of holes left
open (a first warning, followed by a
time-out or expulsion from the hunt).
4. Hunters digging and leaving trash
of any sort on the hunt field will receive the same treatment discussed
above.
All hunts will need to be okayed by
Hunt Coordinator (see the contact list)
prior to officially being put in the newsletter and put on.
Failure to follow the guidelines may
result in hunts being cancelled.
Hunts may be paid for in advance.
This helps the hunt master with planning for how much should be planted
in the field. In case a person must
miss the hunt, their prepaid fee may
be refunded if they call the hunt master before the hunt and cancel, other
circumstances will be reviewed. No
refund will be given for just plain failure to show up to the hunt.

Westminster requires a permit to metal detect in their city. It will be
good for a year.
See Connie at the lower level of City Hall.
Office Hours: Mon-Thurs from 7:00am to 6:00pm.
Please follow the City’s guidelines and show that we, as detectorist,
are a responsible group.
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Prez Sez
By
Chris Davis

April showers brings Spring flowers? Well, maybe. Maybe not. April will probably bring a blizzard. Never-the-less, Spring and Summer are coming and will be
here shortly. Inclement weather is an ideal time to do research, clean up and repair your gear, make new acquisitions (buy more stuff). It is also a great time to
organize all those valuable finds you made over the previous year. Periodically, I
have to sift thru all my baggies of “treasures” and organize them. Gold-NDetectors has some great display boxes.
I hunted fairly hard in 2016 and had a good year. I spent 414 hours metal detecting, during which I found 6,574 coins, amounting to $602.87. (But who is counting.) Let us look a bit closer at these figures. The Minimum Wage in Colorado
$8.31/hr. I averaged finding $1.44/hr. metal detecting. So, had I worked the 414
hours at Minimum Wage, I would have made $3,440.34, rather than the $602 I
made metal detecting. Never said I was smart. Like I always say, I am just a big
kid looking for Easter Eggs. However, I also picked up 103.5 rings (5 gold, 17
silver). (Yeah, I only got half of one ring.) This ring number still falls well short of
John Hinton’s record of 128 in one year. Well, maybe I can catch him this year.
Not likely, but it is a goal.

One of the things I like best about Eureka! meetings is the Find of the Month
(FOM) table. Our members find and bring in some truly interesting items. Often,
we may not know what the item is, but with our membership’s wide range of
knowledge, someone in the room probably does know what it is. One of my first
finds upon moving up to Colorado was what appeared to be a mis-shapen rock I
dug up at Clement Park. Only it was magnetic, and after cleaning up, had a
white coating. Didn’t have a clue what it was. I took it to one of my first Eureka!
meetings, and sho-nuff, Bill Chapman identified it as a magnet used by prospectors to draw off the black sand. It was definitely a new one on me. And I did not
even know prospecting was big at Clement Park. Live and learn.
Some folks only enter items they believe will win a particular FOM category. If I
have an interesting object, I put it out there for people to see. Winning a whole
(Continued on page 7)

Soundoff April 2017

Page 6

(Continued from page 6)

silver dime is nice, but it is not the primary object. Also, if winning is the sole object, one would enter only one item. Entering multiple items may split the vote
between two of your items, resulting in neither winning. I, personally, regularly
enter multiple items. To me, the object is to let people see interesting items. If I
win, great. If not, I can always go back to my lucrative day job as a greeter at
Walmart.
Get out there and hunt! I discovered a long time ago, persistence pays. I never
claimed to be good, but I am persistent. You do not have to have the best machine. You do not even have to be any good, I am living proof of that. If you
swing the coil long enough, you will get better, and sooner or later, you will strike
pay dirt. It is a matter of statistical probability.

What is it?
At last month’s meeting, Chris Davis brought in
an odd item recovered at a turn-of-the-century
home scrape-off in Denver. The object was
made of copper, 2 inches long and just under a
half inch wide. It was threaded inside on one
end, and rounded on the other. What is it?
Two separate members of our club identified it as a tire valve stem cover off a
Ford, Model T vehicle.
If you have an item you cannot identify, bring it to the meeting. Someone will
probably know what it is.

Gold: natural gold (flakes, nuggets, wire) stamped karat alloy content or obvious custom
alloy item, except gold coins which are entered in the Coin Category.
Jewelry: objects of metal often set with gems and worn for personal adornment, except
jewelry qualifying for the Gold Category.
Coin: a piece of metal issued by governmental authority as money.
Token: a piece resembling a coin issued by some person or entity, not of a
governmental authority (with the exception of tax tokens), that could be redeemed for
services or specified items. Advertisement tokens with no redeemable value are entered
in the Artifact Category.
Artifact: simple object showing human workmanship or modification, and all other items
that do not meet the criteria for other categories.
Soundoff April 2017
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Chris Davis ... 8K Women’s Ring, 14K White Gold Men’s Wedding Ring, 14K Necklace
Chain
Glenn Thompson ................................................ 14K White Gold Men’s Wedding Ring
Cindy Bockenstedt .............................................................. 10K Ring with 8 Diamonds
Vince DiPrimo ....................................................................... 14K Men’s Wedding Ring
Tonette Romero .................................................................... 10K Men’s Wedding Ring
Jan Hallez ...................................................................................... 14K Baptism Medal
Diane Dengah ................................................ 10K Hummingbird Black Hills Gold Ring
Roy Neys .................................................................................... 3 Ring Wedding Set

Chris Davis .............Silver Men’s Wedding Ring, Heart Ring, Costume Ring, Lady Bug
Bracelet, Silver Turtle Ring
Glen Thompson ........................................................................... Silver Turquoise Ring
Brian Henry .......................................................................................... “Mark” Pendant
Cindy Bockenstedt ................................................................................. Silver Bracelet
Chuck Hedberg . Sterling Street Car Pin, SS Reward Lapel Pin, Manitou & Pikes Peak
Railway Centennial Lapel Pin
Vince DiPrimo ........................................................................................... Copper Ring
Marilyn DiPrimo ........................................................................... Tungsten Men’s Ring
Sue Ruggles .............................................................................. Silver Hearts Bracelet
Alan Bravo ....................................................................................... Grim Reaper Ring
Chris Davis ............................................................................................... Silver Ring
Chris Davis ................................................................................. 1945 D Mercury Dime
Cindy Bockenstedt ................................................................... 1887 Indian Head Cent
Chuck Hedberg ......................................................................... 1912 S Barber Quarter
Brian Henry ............................................................................... Shot 1919 Wheat Cent
Jane Reed .........................................................................1958 D Washington Quarter
Marilyn DiPrimo .................................................................... 1960 D Error Lincoln Cent
Norm Ruggles ......................................................................... 1972 Zambia 50 Ngwee
Joe Johnston ........................................................................... 2001 Mexican $10 Peso
Linda Erickson ........................................................... 1866 Shield Nickel with Rays
Chris Davis ................................................................................................. Amusement
Chuck Hedberg ......................................................................... Colorado Sales Tax / 2
Brian Henry ............. Chief Terminal, Cheyenne, Wyo. / Good For 1 Cup of Coffee
Linda Erickson......................................................................... “1 Pennyweight” Weight
Brian Henry .................. Brass Icebox Hinge, Brass Plate with Rose,.22 Peters Casing
Chuck Hedberg .......Steam Locomotive Button, Bass Tag with Mining Pick, Pompeian
Massage Cream Sample Lid
Pat Lucero ........................................................... Radiologic Society 1oz Silver Round
Alan Bravo ......................................................................... Colorado State Seal Button
Jeff Lubbert .............................................................................. Williams Cleaner Bullet
Marilyn DiPrimo ........................................................ Cub Scouts Tiger Cub Neck Slide
Tonette Romero ........................................................................................ Hem Weight
Ken Martin ....................................................................... Native American Grind Stone
Joe Johnston ........................................................................................Angel Medallion
Cindy Bockenstedt ................................................ Horseshoe House Baggage Tag
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Find of the Month Winners - March
JEWELRY - Chris Davis
Silver and Opal Ring
Ken Harmon and Jack Hoover were out with
Chris detecting a soccer field. Chris walked over
to Ken, who was digging a target, to let him
know he was leaving and got a ‘hit’ next to Ken’s
foot and turned up this ring. Chris was
exercising his XP Deus with a 13” coil.

TOKEN - Brian Henry

GOLD - Roy Neyes

Chief Terminal, Cheyenne, Wyo.

Gold Wedding Set

This token reads Good For 1 Cup of Coffee
at the Chief Terminal, located in Cheyenne,
Wyo., West on U.S. 30. Brian found it with
his XP Deus while hunting an old town site.

Roy put his Big Foot coil on his White’s
DFX300 and while detecting, got some solid
repeatable signals (all trash) in a tight area.
The two 10K bands came up like pull tabs
and were only a 1/2 inch deep. The 14K
wedding band was an inch deeper.

COIN - Linda Erickson
ARTIFACT - Cindy Bockenstedt

1866 Shield Nickel with Rays

Horseshoe House Baggage Tag
Digging five inches
down in a trashy area
of a Denver house
scrap off, Cindy got
an iffy signal and
turned up this tag.
She was hunting with
a small coil on her
White’s MXT.
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Linda was hunting in an area she had
hunted for years and this was the first coin
she has found there. It was about 4 inches
deep. Linda was using her Teknetic’s T2
with a DD coil.
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Upcoming Events
NEXT EUREKA! MEETING
Bring:
Nametags ~ thanks for wearing
them to all Eureka! functions.
Cash ~ for drawings, hunts, hats…
Finds ~ to show.
Answers ~ to puzzles.
Ideas ~ for speakers, fun outings.
Snacks ~ as always, treats for the
snack table are appreciated.
Membership Renewal Form and
Payment
Rush to the Rockies Application and
Payment

UPCOMING EUREKA! EVENTS
Apr 15th, 2017 (Saturday)
May 5th, 2017 (Friday)
Breakfast Club
Contact: Chris Davis 225 235-2642 for
place and time to meet or to get added
to the email list.

UPCOMING EVENTS
Thur, Fri, Sat, May 11-13, 2017
Denver Coin Expo
National Western Complex
$5 entry, $5 parking

Saturday, May 13, 2017
NASCAR Hunt
Hunt at 1:00pm, Bring a snack
$20, Members Only
Bible Park (NE corner)
Contact: Alan Bravo 303 809-0784

Sat, June 17th, 2017, 9:00am, Free
Western Mining Artifact Collectors
Antique Show
Ouray Community Center
Ouray, CO 81427
Contact: Steve Rush 970 596-0824
nevsmith@ridgwayco.net
Dealer Tables available
Sat, July 8th, 2017, 9:00am-4:00pm
$3 Admission
Antique Bottle Collectors of Colorado
Show
Douglas County Fairgrounds, Kirk
Hall, Castle Rock, CO 80104
Contact: Eric Grace 303 250-7498
Dealer Tables available
Soundoff April 2017

Sunday, April 23, 2017
Bunny Hunt & Potluck
Potluck at 12:00pm, Hunt at 1:00pm
$20, Members Only
Majestic View Park
Contact: Fran Espinosa 720 202-5101

UPCOMING MEETING SPEAKER
April - Joe Fortunado
Detecting for Gold Nuggets
LINKED WEB SITES
www.mdhtalk.org Detecting Hobby Talk
www.fmdac.org Federation of Metal
Detector & Archaeological Clubs

http:/www.relicroundup.blogspot.com
Relic Roundup Radio show (hosted by
Jeff Lubbert 7pm Mondays), and blog.

TenaciousTreasureTracker.com
Hunt #8 started April 1, 2017.
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Rush to the Rockies
July 21- 23 2017
The Rush to the Rockies flyer and entry form is available
on our Eureka! club’s website at www.eurekathc.org.
The event, to be held July 21-23, 2017 at Pickle Gulch
Campground, (near Blackhawk, CO), will be limited to
85 participants. You can expect five spectacular hunts
over the course of two days, a free kid’s hunt, fireside chats for those staying the
night, guest speakers, prizes and a lot of fun and camaraderie. You can join the fun
for an entry fee of $250. A flyer and entry form is also included in this issue.

Update
By Linda Erickson
Three months and counting. We have over 60 hunters signed up and the prizes
are still coming in. We have added two detectors to the prize list, along with some
more excellent prizes for the Casino Hunt. We also received some nice door prizes and hunt targets from Lori Atencio, Chuck Hedberg, Boots and Laura Lewis,
Linda Kibler, and Fran Espinosa. I apologize if I forgot anyone or put in an incorrect name, but I am sitting at the Dallas airport trying to get this to Cindy in time for
the newsletter and I am in a bit of a fog after a long weekend of detecting. More
about that in a separate article.
We ae still buying large silver from club members. If you have not signed up and
are interested in participating, I encourage you to sign up soon.

Mel King from Big Blue Wreck Salvage,
who presented at our last meeting,
donated a hammered silver shipwreck
coin recovered from the 1715 Fleet that
went down off the coast of Florida.

SELL YOUR SILVER
Eureka! is open to purchasing U.S. silver coins or gold from our members.
Please contact Ron Erickson 720 633-1967 or Jeff Lubbert 303 618-5179.
Soundoff April 2017
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White’s Electronics in conjunction
with Gold-N-Detectors presents:

https://www.whiteselectronics.com/whites-easter-egg-hunt-2017/

Your Easter Bunny
Is

Louise Smyth
at

Gold-N-Detectors
802 Washington Ave, Golden, CO 80401
303-278-6622 Louise@goldendetectors.com
www.goldendetectors.com

Find one of the five Easter Eggs
to be entered to win:
MX Sport Detector or XVenture Detector or TRX Pinpointer
Go to White’s link for info and to Gold-N-Detectors link for clues

Join The Fun
Soundoff April 2017
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Shipwreck Hunt March 12 2017

Roman Merchant Ship

Shiver me timbers!

English Merchant Ship 1700s

Shipwreck treasure abounds!
By Sheri Muehlbauer

Sail ho! A mighty group of 37 pirates formed on thee Berkeley Park shipwreck
site. Before thee hunt, thee Cap'n and her first mate went over thee rules of thee
hunt. Three prizes were awarded. Abe Espinoza won thee silver S.S.
Gairsoppa shipwreck doubloon, Laurie Atencio went
home with thee Admiral Gardner shipwreck doubloon that
be, and Linda Kibler won a Greek and Roman Doubloons
book.
Thee flag of thee Jolly Roger flew while thee Pirates of
Eureka! searched for buried treasure. Lots of items were
found and many were from shipwrecks with no record. It
appeared a good time was had by all.
Yarr! A special word of thanks to Boots Lewis for donating a Spyderco knife, and
(Continued on page 14)
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a fine band of doubloon planters (Jim and Cecilia Merrit, Bruce Morton, Alan
Bravo, Chris Davis, and “Chuck-a-Luck” Hedberg). Thanks also to thee first mate Steve Muehlbauer.

A bit more about thee award Doubloons:
The S.S. Gairsoppa was an English merchant galleon from the early 1900s. She
got drafted into World War II and valiantly served until she got torpedoed by a
German U-Boat on her way to Ireland for refueling. She sank 15,000 feet into the
ocean depths joined by the 85 men on board. In 2012, salvors obtained 48 tons of
silver from the shipwreck and 1/4oz. commemorative coins were created.
The Admiral Gardner was an English merchant galleon in early 1800s. In 1809
she got trapped in a violent storm on her way to India. Everyone got off board
before she sank into the icy waters. From one account, the captain lost his mind
when the ship was losing its fight with the storm. He tried to cut anchor and cut
off part of his hand. He died one day later. In 1985, salvors discovered a barrel of
copper trade coins and they are currently available for sale at a variety of places.
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Eureka! Club Members

Service Directory

If you are a Eureka! Member,
you can put a business card
sized advertisement here.

RL Vending Inc.
We Treat You Right!
Richard and Linda Kibler
303-517-1189
rlkibler@outlook.com

Construction Services & Supply
Kitchen/Bath Remodels * Basements * Tile Work

Terry Weatherly 303 748 7288
12010 W 76th Dr, Arvada, CO 80005
Constructionservicesandsupply@gmail.com
Fax 303 420 8548

Creative Awards

Custom Designed Awards For All Occasions
Customized Advertising Items

Brian Henry 303-451-6870
J & T lost treasure metal recovery
LET US FIND YOUR LOST RINGS AND THINGS
John Hinton
303-619-4313
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Tom Zawatski
720-206-8671
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Secretary’s Report
By Nancy Faires

.

March 10, 2017
President Chris Davis called the Eureka! THC Club
meeting to order at 7:30 PM and welcomed everyone.
The officers and board members were introduced.
There were 101 present including several guests and
new members.
There will be a “meet and greet” for new members
or anyone with questions at the end of the meeting
tonight.
Linda Kibler presented the Treasurer’s report.

The guest speaker tonight is Mel King speaking on Spanish Shipwrecks.
Thank you Mel.

Eureka! will buy gold and silver coins – minimum $5 face value.
Please set an appointment prior to Club meeting time. Contact
any Board member to schedule.
HUNT CANCELATION POLICY
Notify the Hunt Master by 9 AM the day of the hunt if you can’t make the hunt and
you have pre-paid.
February Hunt – Steve Rex
Colorado School of Mines, Geology Museum February 12th, 2017
About 25 attended and a guide showed the group through and explained the displays and history.
March Hunt – Sheri Muehlbauer
Shipwreck Hunt – Berkley Lake Park, March 12th, 1 PM $15 per person
(Continued on page 17)
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April Hunt – Fran Espinosa
Bunny Hunt – Majestic View Park, April 23rd, 12 Noon Potluck Lunch 1 PM Hunt
$20 Members only
LULUBELLE’S BLING – Louise Smyth and Bill Chapman
No one found the Bling this month.
Thank you Louise and Bill Chapman for sponsoring this hunt.
Breakfast Club
Meetings are the 1st Friday and 3rd Saturday each month.
Please come and join us to share stories, finds, have breakfast together and an
unplanned hunt to follow. Everyone is encouraged to participate.
This is a good opportunity for new members to meet and detect with some of our
Club’s excellent detectorists.
See Chris Davis to sign up.
The next outing will be March 18th, weather permitting.

RUSH 2017 – July 21 – 23, 2017 Pickle Gulch, CO
For Club members, May 12th, 2017 is the final deadline to remit
any registration balance and hold your spot on the RUSH roster.
Jeff Lubbert noted that registrations are a little over the halfway
mark and that we are receiving nice prize donations.
Membership dues for 2017-18 are due in April. Please pick up a
membership application for your renewal. Dues are $30, single
membership and $36, family membership.
General Drawing Winners
1972 Proof set – Steve Muehlbauer
1943 Nickle set (P, D & S) – Brian Henry
1945 Dos peso – Randy Williamson
1912 D V- nickel – Tom Peeples
1939 Walking liberty half – Linda Erickson
Fremont Trading-Climax Co token – Jeff Mercer
1853 Large cent – Randy Williamson
1865 2 cent piece – Blaine Nelson
1912 Barber dime – John Olson
1865 Nickel 3 cent piece – Jeff Lubbert
1892 Barber quarter – Sue Ruggles
1836 Bust dime – Linda Erickson
(Continued on page 18)
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Membership Drawing Winner – Louise Smyth
Holiday Drawing – Tom Lenahan
1887 O Morgan dollar
RUSH 2017 50/50 Cash Drawing – Tom Lenahan
2nd Chance – “Walkie/Talkies” – Terry Weatherly
Finds of the Month Winners (must be a member to enter and vote)
Gold category – Roy Neys
Coin category – Linda Erickson
Token category – Brian Henry
Artifact category – Cindy Bockenstedt
Jewelry category – Chis Davis
REMINDERS:
April – membership dues
May – RUSH registration balances are due for Club members
Thanks to everyone who brought food, everyone who assisted with the meeting
tonight and everyone who donated prizes.

Soundoff April 2017

Page 18

Officers

Name

Phone

E-Mail

President

Chris Davis

(225) 235-2642

aggiefan55@gmail.com

Vice President

Jeff Lubbert

(303) 618-5179

coindigr@hotmail.com

Secretary

Nancy Faires

(303) 368-1356

photo518@msn.com

Treasurer

Linda Kibler

(303) 517-1189

rlkibler@outlook.com

Board 2019

Norm Ruggles

(303) 877-2734

normruggles@gmail.com

Board 2019

Vince DiPrimo

(303) 506-6500

vdipper@yahoo.com

Board 2019

Sheri Muehlbauer

(720) 841-4163

smuehlbauer@msn.com

Board 2018

Terry Weatherly

(303) 748-7288

terrysboss302@hotmail.com

Board 2018

Brian Henry

(720) 771-1883

Brian@tenacioustreasuretracker
.com

Board 2018

Linda Erickson

(720) 231-8080

linda.erickson@comcast.net

Board 2018

Fran Espinosa

(720) 202-5101

maddoxe29@gmail.com

Newsletter
Editor

Cindy Bockenstedt (303) 523-6735

seychik@aol.com

John Lambe

(303) 840-8094

jlambe@earthlink.com

PERT

Chris Davis

Nametags

Linda Erickson

HART

Norm Ruggles

Rush to the Rockies Linda Erickson

Hunt Coordinator

Jeff Lubbert

Greeter

Linda Erickson

Finds Table

Bernice Ortiz

Hotline

Laura Smith

Finds Table

Brian Henry

Speakers

Jeff Lubbert

Drawing Table

Fran Espinosa

Orientation

Board Member

Drawing Table

Abel Espinosa

Coin Purchases

Jeff Lubbert

Web Site
Webmaster
Volunteers

For general information contact the hotline: (303) 595-5448
Visit our club on the Internet: http://www.eurekathc.org
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Gold Prices

Silver Prices

Eureka! Members Assist With
Key Recovery
By Chris Davis

Eureka! members assisted with the
recovery of a lost key last month.
Win Faires, Ken Harmon, Jack
Hoover and Chris Davis were out
detecting on Cramer Park in Denver . They were approached by a
young woman who lost her car key
while playing with her dog. The
crew spread out, and the key was
recovered by Chris after a short
search. The woman was delighted
and very thankful.

Wheat Ridge requires a permit to metal detect in their city. No detecting
is allowed October-March. Permits allow detecting April-September.
Soundoff April 2017
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The 333 Ring
By Chris Davis
I don’t know about you, but I never heard of a 333 ring. It was a new one on me.
Last month I made a run out to the remote corner of a half drained “lake” (pond) in
the Denver area and started working the exposed bank. After digging the prerequisite 100 or so ring pulls (pull tabs), I got a “zinc penny” reading. I dug and was
pleasantly surprised to recover a ring. It was a small, plain woman’s wedding
band. The ring had a dull color, but a teasing hint of gold showed forth on the inside, just enough to raise my hopes. However, “tarnish” is
not a word we normally like to use when describing gold.
Everyone knows, gold does not tarnish. Or does it?
Some years back I discovered, under certain circumstances, 10K gold will indeed tarnish. When I was down south I
pulled a small ring out of a frog (alligator) pond which was the location of an old
water park. At first I thought it was silver. It was marked “10K”, but with a bit of
polishing, the gold showed right on through. Based on the age of the water park
and other finds, I suspected the ring had been submerged in the pond for 50 years.
It appears I was dealing with a similar situation with this latest ring, but with an unusual twist. This latest ring was inscribed, “FP, 22 8 59” and stamped “333”. One
can reasonably assume the date corresponds to August 22, 1959. So, it is not unreasonable to suspect this ring had lain at the bottom of this “lake” for close to 50
years.

Everything else I recovered in the area (copper coins, pull tabs, bullet casings, etc.)
was either corroded, or covered with a layer of conglomerate. The ring, which had
been in the lake for 50 years, was clean, as one might expect from gold. But, the
VDI was too high for this size ring to be gold.
The 333 stamp confused me. So, I got on the internet and googled, “rings marked
333”. I discovered some interesting information. There are different standards for
what is considered “gold jewelry”, depending on which country you are in. In America, most of our gold rings are 10, 14 and 18 karat. Here, the Minimum Standard
for what is considered gold jewelry is 10K. Across the big pond, Standards are a
bit different. For instance, the Minimum Standard in the UK is 9K, and it seems 9K
(Continued on page 22)
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rings are common in England. Of particular interest concerning this latest find,
the Minimum Standard for gold jewelry in Germany since 1884 has been .333, or
8K. Several individuals reported the 8K gold rings they found did not look gold,
but more of a copper color.
If my ring was .333 gold, that means it was .666 something else, probably copper, which would explain the abnormally high VDI reading and the tarnish. The
date was inscribed in European style, “day, month, year”, rather than “month,
day, year” as us ignorant Americans do. All this tends to support the supposition
my ring was of European origin, German in particular.
I hit the ring with some jewelry polish, and it now shines a
beautiful gold color. The only gold tester available rated
rings as to 10, 14 and 18 karat, so I did not know what it
would say about my 8K ring. The tester indicated it was
10K. And, the ring tarnished where the acid was on it.

Hunt #8 started April 1, 2017. Go to www.tenacioustreasuretracker.com for clues
to the hunt. Find the token and turn it in for a T-Shirt, Trophy and $100.

Who’s New
Please welcome new Eureka! Member Tom Lenahan. He has
already won at the monthly meeting drawings, as expected.

Tom Peeples recommends this tool.
Pistol Grip Steel Artifact Coin Probes
8” & 10” for Metal Detecting
Email carrieseros@gmail.com
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Back Issues of detecting
magazines available for
purchase, selling as a
group. Carl 720 435-4098
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Eureka! Breakfast Club
Eureka! Breakfast Club meets the First Friday and the Third Saturday every
month. Everyone is invited!
Contact Chris Davis 225 235-2642 if you are interested in
meeting for breakfast and then going out metal detecting with
other club members.
If you want to learn more about your detector or how to detect, or cement
friendships, this is a great opportunity to tap into other member’s experience or
to get together for a fun outing.
March 3, 2017
Reports and photos by Chris Davis
Thirteen individuals turned out for the
3 March 2017 Breakfast Club. Karen B,
Bill A, Jay R, Chuck H, Tom L, Mary
and Randy S, Tom P, Terry H, Ken H, Vince and Marilyn D, and Chris D. The
weather was perfect, and all the previous snow was gone. After breakfast and
coffee, we all drove over to Cook Park in Denver to make a hunt. No digging
tools are allowed on Denver Parks, so we left our trowels and Lesche tools in the
vehicles. However, we quickly discovered someone had been there before us and
left a couple grass plugs. We repaired as we could, but a complete plug removal
may result in a dead grass patch. We scrupulously and carefully dug only with
screwdrivers.
The DiPrimos gave us an excellent lesson on ring
finding. They recovered three on the day. Vince
found a great 14K gold men’s wedding band. It came
up with the same VDI as a nickel. Shortly thereafter,
he picked up a copper ring. His wife, Marilyn, dug up
(Continued on page 24)
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a very nice tungsten men’s wedding band. Everyone found a fair number of
coins. I would call it a very successful hunt. Life is good.
March 18, 2017
We had a great turnout for the Saturday hunt. The weather was very good.
Some 18 folks showed up. We definitely gave the Lookn’ Good Restaurant some
business. As usual, the food was excellent. It was decided to give the Sheridan
High School a try for the hunt. This area provided a nice baseball and soccer
field, and an adjacent park/play area. We did the school a favor by removing a
significant quantity of bottle caps. It was not a bad hunt. Our group recovered
some change and 4 rings. Three of the rings were cheap, but one nice silver was
found. We did not find any gold, probably because the DiPrimos did not attend.
Had there been any gold on the entire area, they would have found it. Still, all in
all, it was a good outing.
April 2017
7th - Breakfast Club 9:00am
7th - Newsletter Published
12th - Board Meeting 6:30pm
14th - General Meeting 7:30pm
15th - Breakfast Club 9:00am
23rd - Bunny Hunt & Potluck Noon
28th - Soundoff Deadline

June 2017
2nd - Breakfast Club 9:00am
2nd - Newsletter Published
7th - Board Meeting 6:30pm
9th - General Meeting 7:30pm
11th - Club Hunt
17th - Breakfast Club 9:00am
30th - Soundoff Deadline

May 2017
5th - Breakfast Club 9:00am
5th - Newsletter Published
10th - Board Meeting 6:30pm
12th - General Meeting 7:30pm
13th - NASCAR Hunt 1:00pm
20th - Breakfast Club 9:00am
26th - Soundoff Deadline

July 2017
7th - Breakfast Club 9:00am
7th - Newsletter Published
12th - Board Meeting 6:30pm
14th - General Meeting 7:30pm
15th - Breakfast Club 9:00am
21st-23rd - Rush to the Rockies Hunt
28th - Soundoff Deadline
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That’s all this month - Happy Easter - find something good!
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